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[IV:4 A] 


They asked before R. Abina, “If the ends of the lulab dried up, what is 
the law?” 


[Rethinking this question, they asked,] “What would be the difference 
between the ends and the body of the branch? [Surely if the latter is 
invalid when dried up, so the former will be invalid when dried up.]” 


He said to them, “[No, there is a difference,] for the one is comely, and 
the other is not comely.” 


R. Malokh in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “If the central rib of a 
branch of palm leaves was divided, it is in the status of its leaves being 
spread apart [and valid, in line with M. 3:1D].” 


As to palm branches [Lev. 23:10] — 

R. Tarfon says, “They must be bunches of palms.” 

R. Aqiba says, “Palm branches as their name implies.” 

R. Judah says, “If it is separated, he should tie it together.” 


What are the thorn-palms of the Iron Mountain that are valid [M. 
3:1F]? 


It is any, the head of which touches the side of the root of that. 
It has been taught: If a palm branch is dried up, it is invalid. 
If it merely appears to be dried up, it is valid. 


R. Simeon bar Abba in the name of R. Yohanan: “That is precisely the 
meaning of the Mishnah: 


“Sufficient to shake — it is valid [M. 3:1H-I].”’ 


It has been taught: A myrtle and a willow are to be three 
handbreadths long, and a palm branch, four. 


It has been taught: “It is measured with a cubit of five 
handbreadths,” the words of R. Tarfon. [T. Suk. 2:8B-C.] 


But sages say, “With a cubit of six handbreadths.” 


[D] In the view of R. Tarfon, they make use of wide handbreadths, and 
in the opinion of sages they make use of narrow handbreadths. 


R. Jonah and R. Simeon b. Laqish in the name of R. Judah the 
Patriarch: “A palm branch is to be a handbreadth in length.” 


